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W HOEVER wil! read the Accourts of Comerflien re- 
corded, AMéts 2. 37, 41. &c. Cheap. 16. 3 ( 
9. 4 Rew. 1.17. and other Places, mutt allow 

that Perfons may be under all thefe bodily oerzures when «! 

Spirtt is convincing of Sin, or reject the Letter of the Wor 

And fo if we read, Pfal.-55. 32. 63.--42. Cant. a. ani 

many other Portions of Scripture, we mutt conclude that 

Perfons may crv out, faint, and have other beddy Dillrets 


fowing from thirfting for Goo or rejoicing in hum.----But 
I had forgot that I was only to bint at Things here. 
And, 


3. Much lefs is it reafenable for any ™m argue that Men 
are mot ander ce: her the comvrncing or fanédi/ying Influences ot 
the Hoty Spirit becaufe they have mene of thele 
Agitations. Gop by his Spirit gives greater bncour. 
ments and Supp rts to fume Men under Convict : than i 
does to others : all have fome Gleam of Hope that it is 5 
fible they may be converted ; but fome have grearRefrethiny 


and a ereat Sente of the Glories of Heaven ; amd hence the 
are not fo much born down as others Some have 

Views of the Grace of the Gofpel, and are lef fer 

Ww, rk of (srace wro't1in thers >» uals than others And af 


4 


pr portionabl,y lefs hbkely to be owverc me f threws 
bodily Agitations, tho’ the Difcovery be «fheddual, and 
Crrace fpecial. Some have a Moré of the Liew and the Gs 
pel carried on more gradually than others,and therefo;¢, t 
R they 
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they have a thoro’ Work, their Bodies are not fo fenfibly and 
fuddenly affected, Obhers are not fo.eafily affeed and made 
to tremble, faint, fhriek, groan or the like, under the fame 
Views of Sin and theWrath of Gop ; or the fame Views of 
aGop reconciled in Jesus CHRIsT, that wou’d throw 
their Neighbours into violent Agitations of Body or into a 
fainting Fit. Various are the Degrees of Light ; various 
alfo the Length of Time the Spirit takes to let in 
that Light, and to give thofe Influences which are ne- 
ceflary to prepare and bring a Soul to CHRIST : various are 
the Difpofitions and Conftitutions of Men; various are the 
Encouragements Difcouragements and Impediments they 
meet with. And hence they may be varioufly affected, tho’ 
each one or all are bro’t to the fame happy Iflue, refpecting 
a Law and Go/pel-Work upon their Souls. 

4. I think it is not reafonable to fufpeé Perfons are not 
under divine Influence, or have not hada faving Change, 
meerly becaufe we look upon them to be smprudent or irregular 
in fomeRefpeéts. Men are too apt to magnify every real or 
fuppofed wry Step, and at once call it Diforder, and re- 
prefent it as wholly inconfiftent with the Being, or at leaft 
the Exercife of Grace. Thus a ylorious Work or an 
excellent Chriftian may be trod upon, and many real Excel- 
lencies over-look’d, meerly becaufe of fome real or fancied 
Imprudeacies and Irregularities : Yea, and in this Way the 
innocent may be involved with the Guilty, and a great Mul- 
titude may fuffer Reproach for fome imprudent Meafures of 
a fingle Perfon: or a whole Profeflion may be infulted be- 
caufe a few particular Men are detected in an unwarrantable 
Practice. If we take fuch Meafures as any of thefe on either 
Side, I can’t fee where any Bounds can be left to pradical 
Cenforioufnefs.---Is it to be fuppofed that all the Subjeéts of 
Gop’s fpecial Grace muft at once become wi/e Philofophers, 
or judicious Divines ?---If it were fo, yet don’t the wifeft and 
beft of Men differ in Opinion and Pra€tice in fome circum- 
ftantial Things, and thofe that are of lefler Moment ? And 
is the Kingdom of GOD Meat and Drink ? ---Nay, are they 
free, entirely free from all Blame ?---But if they, the beft 
of them mifs-it in fome Things, and precipitate into real 
Faults ; why fhou’d others of far lefs Advantage and Oppor- 
tunity, be cenfured as Enthufiafts, being lead abo ut by diado- 
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kcal Delufions, and what. net, meerly Becaufe there are 
forme Things in their Condu& which we don’t fo well like ? 

Indeed, if the Courfe of a Man’s Life was plainhy immoral,. 

their wou’d be fomething to be faid ; enough to fhut my 

Mouth from fpeaking favourably of his State.---But if that 

js the Cafe, who are the Perfons?---And if that is not the 

Plea, why fhould every imprudent Act be deem’d a fufficient 

Argument againft the Influences of the Spirit of Gop? 

Did our blefled Saviour tell his Apoftles that they had not 

f &ifying Difcoveries of Gop in CHR Ist, when they were 

Jeai into a great Miftake of Judgment, and were fired with 

falfe Zeal ?---How common is it ; nay when is it otherwife, 

but bumanMiftakes& falfe Fire mix themfelves in with our beft 

Services? Shou’d we wait for the Time when no Diforder, 

no Irregularity, no falfe Step is to be found in fuch as may be 
called the Subjects of Gopn’s fpecial Grace, we muft never 

expect to fee the Day upon Earth, when we fhall be brought 

to confefs that verily God is m the midit of us, working in us, 

and in others, that which is well-pleafing in his Sight. ¢* If 

«+ Allowances are to be made doubtlefs young Converts claim 

‘< our Charity in the firf Place, efpeciaily when their Dit- 

‘¢ trefs has been great, and their foy proportional : Like 

‘s Men coming into anew Country, or rather a mew orld, 

<¢ they are not yet acquainted with all the Fafhions and De~ 

‘* cenctes of it ;---it is no Wonder every Punétillia is not 

«6 obferv’d, which after Experience, and cooler Reflection will 

«s dictate. Shall we pardon the Jearned, the compofsd AR-- 
** CHPMiIDES, tho’ going beyond ail the Bounds of Decency, 

¢* when tranfported: with a Mathematical Difcovery, and 

‘© finding out only certain Proportions in Figures, an aé- 

<¢ firad Truth not tmmediately calculated to attract the Af- 

‘*. feétions, and confined to this World in itsConfequenees F: 
«* ---And ffiall we make no Aowance for illiterate Country: 
«< Men, and others of fmall Experience, when ravifhed with 

*¢ the Difcoveries of another World, and the Knowledze of 
‘¢ GODand Curist, whom to know is Life eternal ? This 

‘© were to treat them not with common Humanity: But they 

«< muft expe no Quarter.”” 





+ Mr. Webfier’s Letter, p. 22. 
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5. If Perfots; in great Numbers, ‘are, in’ their' general. 
Courfe, turned from a carelefs vain and carnal toa careful 
and religious Converfation ; from an immoral! and loofe, to 
a moraland itrict Life ; if they difcover by all reafonable 
Evidence that they have a deep Senfe of Sin and the Wrath 
of Gop,or afterwards,the Confolations of Gon ; if theyare 
apparently changed from worldly Purfuits to Things of 
everlafting Importance ; if from refting in Self-righteouf- 
nefs and Blamelefnefs they are made fenfible of the 
Neceffity of Faith and Holinefs, and can’t reft until they 
have what appears to us a good Evidence of refting in 
CuristT ; if they are turned from an apparent Irreverence 
and wandering in the Houfe of Gop, and other Places of 
divine Worfhip, to an apparent devout and reverend Atten- 
dance on the Inftitutions of the Lorn; if from fpending 
Sabbaths in Idlenefs, or much of their Time in worldly Con- 
verfation, or Difputes, which gender Strife, they are turn’d 
to {pend Sabbaths in publick and private Exercifes of Wor- 
fhip with evident Care and Devotion, and in Chriftian Con- 
ferences about the Things of God ; if there is, added to 
thefe Things, a manifeft Reformation in relative Duties, 
and Perfons apparently grow in Chriftian Knowledge at an 
unufual Rate, and really appear to have frequent and fenii- 
ble Communion with CurIsT, if it makes Men better Huf- 
bands, Women better Wives, Fathers and Mothers better 
Parents, Children more careful in their Stations, Pedple 
more prayerful for and loving to their Minifters (fuch as they 
think properly their Minifters:) If this in general is true of 
any People, all ina few Weeks or Months; I think -we 
muft conclude that fuch are under divine Influence, and‘ 
Gop has gracioufly pour’d out bis Spirit upon them, even 
tho’ they precipitate into many imprudentMeafures, or thro’ 
wrong Judgment, they differ from us in many Things that 
are not fundamental. What if they cry out, faint, fpcak 
aloud in a public Affembly at an improper Time, happen to 
think they fhould tell their Neighbours their Fears that they 
are Strangers to CHRIST ; what if they think themfelves 
called to ftay as long from theirFamilies in the Night to pray 
to and praifeGop, as they have heretofore tarried to revel 
and drink, and to make themfelves merry with vain Com- 
panions ; whatif in thefe and fome other Things they be- 
lieve differently from others ; and in fome other Things they 

have, 























LED % ae ee 





& 


FO, ea 


in Connecticut. 133 


have, for want of due Confideration, run into fome Inde- 
cencies, but upon ferious Reflection fee the Miftake and re- 
form ; 1 can’t think thefe Things any good Argument againtt 
their being under the Influences of the Hoty SpikiT,either 
convincing or fané?ifying. rer 

But I have exceeded my Defign in hinting atPreliminarics, 
tho’ I hope, you will forgiveme, and carry thefe Things in 
your Mind, while you read on in the fub/equent Part of 
my Account. 

The Effeés of that Sermon \ipake of, preached on the 
29th of March were then furprifing. Indeed there were no 
Out-Cries ; but adeep and general Concern upon the Minds 
of the Aflembly difcovered itfelf at that Time in plentiful 
Weeping, Sighs andSobs. And what appear’d hopeful then, 
found, upon converfing with many afterwards, to be trug, 
as far as |could judge. Many told me that they never had 
fuch an awaken’d Senfe of theDanger of putting off the grand 
Concern of their Souls to a future Seafon beiore, as Gop 
gave them under that Sermon: They were furprized at their 
own palt Carelefnefs,and aftonifhed that Gop had born with 
them fo long. Several told me, that tho’ they had liv’d ¢irty 


farty or fifty Years under the Preaching of the Gofpel,. they 


had never felt the Power of the Word upon their Hearts, fo 
as to be long affected thereby, at any Time as they* did then. 
Befoe it was-the Cry of their Hearts, * When wil the Ser- 
mon be over, and the Sabbath be ended’ ; but now the Minifter 
always left off too foon, and the Time between Sermons was 
tog long: they long for frequently returningOpportunities to 
hear. Before, they did not love Soul-fearching Difcourfes, 
but now never cou’d hear too much of that Nature, together 
with many other Things of the like Import. 

On the Beginning of the following Month, Mr. Tennent 
came thro’ this Place, and preached two Sermons among us : 
The firft was in the Evening, from Ezek. 37.9. But he 
feem’d to be very dull ; and, I tho’t, feveral Times, he 
wou’d have had nothing, almoft to fay. Yet he got thro’, 
and, I believe, he preached the Truth, tho’ with no Free- 
dom; nor had the People in general much Senfe of what 
was deliver’d according to the beft Obfervation I cou’d 
make ; yet it was not wholly in vain: one of our Commu- 
nion was convine’d of Sin, which after fome Days, iflu’d, I 
truft ina faving Converfion to God. --- The next Morning 

he 
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he preached again from Luk. 13. 24. to a very attentive and 
deeply affeéted Auditory. Many that I heard lamenting 
their own Folly immediately after Sermon, fpake as one 
wou’d expeét thofe to do that had the Arrows of Conviétion 
fhot deep into their Hearts. I was not indeed, fo fenfible 
of the extenfive Effects of that Sermon in the Time of it 
(tho’ there was fo much viltble Concern under it) as after- 
wards. Ina little while a confiderable Number came to me 
and confefs’d that they faw themfelves undone, that earneftly 
enquired w hat they muft do to be faved, who dated their 
firft Awak enings from that Sermon.--- From us Mr. Tennent 
went over to Saybrook, and many of the People of thisPlace, 
and the neighbouring Societies went with me to hear him. 
There he preach’da rational, fearching Sermon, fuited to 
ungonverted Sinners and drowfy Szints. I faw but few In- 
{tances of Perfons much moved by it to Appearance, in Ser- 
mon Time ; but found fome very much enrace! with the 
Preacher afterwards. Some that went from this Town, 
spent their Time upon the Way home in cavi ling, and find- 
ing Fault with what had been delivered, and I believe did 
much Hart thereby. Qne efpecially, who fhall be namelefs, 
feem’d exceedingly difaffe&ted, and endeavour’d to difatfect 
others. But ftill he could not forget the Sermon, efpecially 
that Part of it which was to backward Chriftians ; and tho’ 
he tho’t, or endeavour’d to think, that it was-a cenforious 
Difcourfe, yet, as he told me afterwards, it never left him 
until he was made to fee that he was the very Man to whofe 


Cafe it was fuited above any Sermon that ever he had- 


heard. 

After this I obferved that our Affemblies were greater 
and more attentive at Times of publick Worthip chan be- 
fore. Sabbaths alone’ wou’d not fuffice for hearing Sermons, 


~ 


but greater Numbers ftill urg’d for frequent Lectures. I. 


was well pleas’d to obferve fuch a flocking to the Windows, 
and a hearing Ear become general ; and therefore I readily 
confented, upon the Requeft of the People, to preach as 
often as I cou’d, befides the ftated Exercifes of theSabbath. 
Once every Week I carried on a publick Lecture, befides 
feveral private ones in various Parts of the Parifh. And [ 
could not but obferve about this Time, that an Evening 
Leéture I had fet up the Winter before ina private Houfe, 
for the fake of a-young Man that was a Cripple, tho’ at 
firft 
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firft exceeding thin (but feven Perfous, as I remember, be- 
fidesthe Family) wos now greatly increas’d, and in about 
a Month crew “up to feveral Hundreds, fo that I was ob- 


Jig’ d to turn it into a publick Evening Le@ture. 

Now it pleas’d God to encourage my Heart, give meun- 
ufual Freedom, and fuch a firm State of bodily Health, that 
] could go thro’ three Times the Service I had been able to 
endure at other Times ; fo that I was able to ftudy and 
write three Sermons a Week, and preach feveral others 
of my old Notes (for I feldom in all the Time preach’d with- 
out Writing.) Sometime in this Month Mr. Gri/wold in- 
vited me to preach a Leéture for him, and I confented. 
While I was preaching from P/fal. 119. 59, 60. I obferv’d 
many of the Affembly in Tears, and heard many crying out 
in very great Bitternefs of Soul, as it feem’d then by the 
Sound of Voices. When Sermon was over I cou’d better 
take Notice of the Caufe ; and the Language was to this 
Purpofe, vz. Alas! I’m undone ; I’m undone! O mySins ! 
How they prey upon my Vitals ! What will become of me? 
How hall I efcape the Damnation of Hell, who have {pent 
away a golden Opportunity under Gofpel ‘Light, in Vanity ? 
--- And much more of the like Import. --- ’Tis true, Out- 
cries were mew and furprifing atthat Time : but knowing 

the Terrors of the Lord, I was fatisfy’d that they were but 

what might be reafonably accounted for ; if Sinners were 
under a true Senfe of their Sins, and the Wrath of a Sin- 
hating God: And therefore I did not ufe any Endeavours 
to reftrain them at that Time ; but the greater Number 
cried out of themfelves and their Vilenefs, the more I re- 
joyced in Hope of the good Iflue. As I was fatisfied that it 
was the Truth they had been hearing, fo, by their Com- 
plaints, it appeared to be the Force of Truth that made them 
cry out, and threw many of them into Hyfterick-Fits : 
And, if I miftake not, every one that were fo violently feiz’d 
that Night, have fince given good Evidence of their Con- 
verfion ; but that, their Reverend Paftor can give the beft 
Account of. 

The vifible Succefs of my Miniftry in that and fome other 
Le€tures abroad, (tho’ I rejoyc’d in the happy Profpect of 
the Advancement of the Kingdom of our divine Lord) was 
far from being a Means to damp my Hopes or flacken my 
Endeavours at Home. My Heart burned with Love to 
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and Pity for the People of my peculiar Charge : I had con- 
{tant Supplies of Argument flowing into my Mind, and Zeal 
to urge a fpeedy Anfwer. 

By the latter End of April our young People were gene- 
rally fick of that vain Mirth, and thofe foolifh Amufements 
that bad been their Delight, and were form’d into feveral 
religious Soc eties for Prayer and reading Books of Piety 
under my DireGtion: Many_of them were frequently in my 
Study for Advice ; the Bent of their .ouls was evidently to- 
wards the Things ef another World: Whenever they fell 
into Companies, the great Salvation was the Subject of their 
Converfation. ” They were fo generally difpleas’d with them- 
felves for palt Carelefnefs, and {pending Time in Reve!s and 
Frolicks, that feveral, at the Defire of others, came to me, 
and defir’d me to preach them a Lecture upon the 14th of 
May (the Day of our Eleétion in this Colanmy) which they had, 
for many Yours, accultomed themfelves to. fpend in Feaft- 
ing, Mufick, Dincing, Gaming, and the hke. I complied 
with the Requeft, and preach’d to a great Affembly, from 
Mat. 24. 37, 38,39. Upon which I obferv’d, that ‘Je/us 
Chrift would certainly come to judge the World, and that when 
be did come, he would find it overwheln’d in carnal Security ; 
and from thefe Confiderations I applied my felf to thofe that 
had been fecure and unwatchful, both among Chriftians and 
unconverted Sinners, ina Manner, which, I tho’t, proper 
toawaken and convince. Under this Sermon many had 
their Conntenanees changed ; their The’ts feemed to trouble 
them, /o that the Foynts of their Leyns were loofed, and their 
f tees femote one ¢ 4 anit ansther. (sreat Numbers cricd out 
aloud inthe A gunn of their Souls: feveral ftour Men fell 
as tho’ a Cannon had been difcharg’d, and a Ball had made 
its Way thro’ their Hearts. Some young Women were 
thrown into Hytterick Fits. The Sight and Noife of La- 
mentation, feem’d a little Refemblance of what we may 
nmagine will be when the great Judge pronounces the tre- 
meadous Sentence of, Go ye curfed inte everlafiing Fire. 
Phere were fo many in Dittrefs that L could not get a par- 
ticular Knowledge of the fpecial Reafuns at that Time, only 
as [ heard them crying, ots one! What muff ldo? And 
Such fort of thort Sentences with bitter Accents.----- 


(To be continued. ) 
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